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Welcome and Announcements R et - Pastor Michael
Call to Worship Gina Stump

Liturgy for Worship
August 3, 2025
8th Sunday After Pentecost

N

One: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

All: O God, in you I trust.

One: Make me know your ways, O Lord,
All: And teach me your paths.

One: Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
All: For you are the God of my salvation.

Congregational Hymn “All Creatures Of Our God And King”

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Michael
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Special Music

Children’s Moment
Scripture Reading Luke 12:13-21 Gina Stump
Sermon Our Needs Are Not Our Ends Pastor Michael

Congregational Hymn “Take My Life And Let It Be”

Communion
All are welcome without any test of faith.
Pastor Natalie
Gina Stump

Invitation
Prayer for Bread and Cup

Communion Hymn “Come, Share The Lord”

Communion Distributed
Juice is non-alcoholic. Gluten free bread is also available. Please let the deacon know if you would like it.

Words of Institution
Benediction

Postlude
Joys and Concerns

Pastor Natalie
Pastor Michael

If you would like to join Hilton Christian Church, you may speak to the pastor about
Membership, or come forward during the singing of the congregational hymn.

Hilton Christian Church Services Are Livestreamed

| wasn’t properly introduced to Congregational polity until | visited this very church six years ago, but as | learned
more, | fell in love with it. It’s not just that it made sense to me (and seemed a lot less top-heavy than the
ecclesio-bureaucratic snarl that | had accepted as a given); it resonated with the pattern of the Early Church that we see
described in the New Testament, the Didache, and elsewhere.

One piece of Congregationalist ecclesiology which | particularly appreciate is the Elder-Parish system. One of the
duties of our Elders is to keep in contact with their “Parish,” a group of about 8 or so households, and to be the point of
contact for whatever needs may arise, insofar as they feel comfortable doing so. We trust our Elders to be a pastoral
presence for the folks assigned to them, and by so doing we ensure that everyone receives the individual care which they
need to flourish. This allows the Pastors to focus on the needs of the whole church and frees them up to offer the kind of
urgent, intensive spiritual care which really requires their God-given gifts and graces (as well as their training and
experience).

By contrast, | think back to my childhood church, where our average Sunday attendance was around 250, there was
one Pastor on staff, and no such congregational care structure. If even 20% of the congregation felt in need of spiritual care
on any given week, that Pastor would have 50+ hours of work on their hands before they even got around to administration,
worship planning, or the umpteen meetings which they were expected to attend. That’s not only unsustainable for the
Pastor — it means that folks in the congregation are going without proper spiritual care!

The Elder-Parish system which we have in place here at Hilton Christian Church, a system which | have held up as an
example to other congregations that I’ve served, is one that benefits everyone. And yet, I’ve come to learn that some folks
have never contacted their Elder. In fact, some don’t even know who their Elder is! | think we ought to remedy that. So, the
next time you’re in the church building, tarry a while in the
hallway where our offices are, and take a look across the hall
from the Pastors’ offices. Find your name on the Parish listing
and see who your Elder is. Then, if you haven’t already, reach
out and get to know them! Understand that they are your
point person when you find yourself in need - physical,
mental, emotional, or spiritual. Understand that they are here
for you. And also trust that they will consult your Pastors if
they feel out of their depth (because we can’t all do
everything). | hope that by so doing, we can more fully live
into the Christ-Centered Community of Care that we are
called to be for one another.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Michael




Pastor Natalie Update
The hectic pace of the first half of 2025, along with the recent move, has exhausted me.
Physically, | am doing well, but my emotional and spiritual health need rest and renewal. | will be
| taking a number of sick leave days in order to rest and spend time in retreat mode. | will be on
1leave July 30 through August 10. | may be in church one or both Sundays.

: If there is a pastoral need, call your parish elder. The elder will contact Michael as needed. | will
be contacted, by Michael, in case of an emergency. Thank you for your cooperation.
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is here to help - before, during, and after.

\With FEMA support no

I M M ED IATE RES PON SE longer guaranteed,

Week of Compassion first responds to disasters in the \Week of Compassion
United States and Canada through local congregations provides a trusted and
and regions. We connect Disciples to state and effective way to offer your

national networks of disaster response organizations,
communicate local needs to the wider church, and
provide guidance for navigating disaster response.
Additionally, we offer solidarity grants to assist churches
in affected areas. https://www.weekofcompassion.org/ world.

assistance and donations in
response to disasters across
the country and around the
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Church Contact Information

Emails:

Aug 1 Gina Stump hiltonccoffice@gmail.com

Aug 8 Deb Whitley hiltonccpastor@gmail.com
hiltonccassociate@gmail.com
Aug 15 Susie Mowry Phone.
SCHOOL The Women's Club is 757-596-7549
IBSTUPPILY collecting school supplies Address:
for LINK! There is a box in 100 James River Drive Newport News VA 23601

the Narthex. Ofﬁce Hours

Please contact Susie Mowry
if you have any questions!
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FOODS MOST
NEEDED

JULY 2028

Cereal

Pasta
Rice/Rice Sides
Can Collards or Peas
Baking Items/Mix

Bring your sunscreen & sunglasses for a

NOVEMBER 6, 2025
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fun evening of family friendly water games,
bounce house, a DJ, and dining options to
help raise funds for local PTA's.

The Little Free Pantry at St. Andrew's is a
new non profit aiming to assist families in
the area with food needs. Our goal is to
raise $500 to build the pantry!

Little
Free
Pantry

Cash or electronic donations will be accepted!
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will have a day of worship, sistership
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HATHAWAY | REALTY SWROrtINeWS, Q laging, equipping, empowering,

Office: (757) 873-6900 envisioning and anti-racism
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